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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

OUR PEOPLE

District Five Family,

As we near the end of our 3rd week of the 2020-21 school year, I want to thank you for your support and

patience over these past few weeks.   Returning to school during a pandemic has certainly not been easy! 

 It has taken the monumental efforts of administrators, teachers, school nurses, support staff, custodians

and maintenance workers to get our campuses ready, and ensure the proper safety measures and

procedures are in place to protect students and staff.  

While the past three weeks have not been perfect, in the end, all the effort was worth it.  The school year

has gotten off to a great start, and it has been wonderful to see students back in our classrooms again!  

The question now is:  WHAT'S NEXT?

Over the past few weeks, we've received feedback from our parents and valuable input from our teachers

and staff regarding our return to school, the effectiveness of the safety protocols we have in place, and

how students are adjusting,  Overall, much of that feedback has been positive.  Our teachers are excited to

be back in the classroom, engaging with students and helping them learn.  Some feel comfortable with a

return to normal schedule, but many others prefer the district take a more gradual, cautious approach to

full face-to-face instruction.  

We believe wholeheartedly that face-to-face instruction is what's best for students, and we've
selected a plan that gets us near that goal, in a safe and responsible manner.

After considering the prediction of an increase in COVID-19 cases due to the Labor Day holiday, DHEC data

on cases in our community, guidance from medical experts, and input from our staff and families, we have

decided to gradually transition to a full face-to-face model, five days a week, beginning with September
28.  This transition to the "family model" will start with our youngest learners.  On September 28, our 4K,

K5, and 1st grade students, will begin attending school five days a week.  On October 5, our 2nd, 3rd and

4th grade students will join them on campus, attending school five days a week.

All intermediate, middle and high school students in District Five will continue on our hybrid schedule,

with one MAJOR CHANGE.  Beginning Friday, September 25,  hybrid Groups A & B will alternate

attending school in person on Fridays.  On Friday, September 25, students in Group A will attend school

in person.  On Friday, October 2, students in Group B will attend.  This alternating schedule will continue

for the foreseeable future, and give the District time to address class size and social distancing concerns at

the intermediate, middle and high school level, while still giving those students additional in-person

instruction time. 

This schedule only applies to students enrolled in our face-to-face model, and does not impact students in

the Spartanburg Five Virtual Academy.

For now, these plans are TENTATIVE, but unless there is a significant increase in COVID-19 spread in our

community, or in our schools, District Five will follow this timeline.  We will continue to monitor our safety

protocols in our schools, and make changes as necessary. Thank you again for your continued support and

understanding as we work to do what's safest and best for our students and staff.

Sincerely,

Randall R. Gary Ed.D.

Superintendent



Phase 2 Plan:  Elementary School

This plan operates under the "family model", as published District Five's

"Roadmap to Reopening" options.  The "family model" concept means that

students stay within their homeroom "family", continuing to follow social

distancing protocols.  This model also limits exposure to other classrooms of

students.

Due to the class sizes in some of our elementary schools, we know that social

distancing will not always be achievable with all students back in the

classroom together.  With this in mind, the district is encouraging the use of

"mini-families", where small groups of students sit together and are distanced

from group to group, to minimize potential spread within a classroom. 

As always, masks will be mandatory during arrival and dismissal, and during

hallway transitions.  Masks will also be strongly encouraged inside the

classroom when social distancing cannot be achieved, but teachers will have

the flexibility to allow frequent "mask breaks".  In addition, hand washing and

sanitizing will continue to be encouraged and enforced.  Students will also

eat lunch inside the classroom, to prevent large gatherings in our cafeterias.

OVERVIEW

Phase 2 Plan:  Intermediate, Middle and High School

Social distancing , as recommended by DHEC and the CDC, is more complicated

at the intermediate, middle and high school, due to larger class sizes and

frequent transitions between multiple classes.  For this reason, District Five

believes the hybrid model, with the addition of alternating Fridays, is best for

these students for now.  This model will also allow more days of face-to face

instruction each week for our intermediate, middle, and high school students.

Masks will be mandatory during arrival and dismissal, during all hallway

transitions, and in the classroom where social distancing cannot be achieved.
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IMPORTANT  DATES

Hybrid Model Continues For All Grades

Elementary:  4K, K5, and 1st Grade

Begin Five Day Attendance

Intermediate, Middle, and High:

Alternating Friday 

(Group B Attends)

Intermediate, Middle, and High:

Alternating Friday Schedule Begins

(Group A Attends)

Oct.

5

Elementary:  2nd, 3rd, and 4th

Grade Begin Five Day Attendance



GROUP A (A-K)

GROUP B (L-Z)

Middle, Intermediate, and High School 

Alternating Friday Schedule 

Roadmap To Reopening:  Phase Two



SPARTANBURG  FIVE

VIRTUAL  ACADEMY

WHAT  DOES  THIS  MEAN  FOR  VIRTUAL  STUDENTS?

The attendance plan highlighted in our "Roadmap to Reopening: Phase Two" will only

impact students enrolled in District Five's face-to-face instructional model.  Students

enrolled in the Spartanburg Five Virtual Academy will continue on their regular

schedule.

As indicated in the initial application for the Virtual Academy, enrollment in this

program requires a year-long commitment.  District Five parents will be provided the

opportunity to request readmission to traditional schools at the end of first semester.

These requests will be evaluated, and only granted if space and staffing allows.

A formal withdrawal form allowing virtual students to return to traditional schools will

be made available to parents and families in mid-October.



 CONTINUED SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS

Symptom Screening/Check

In For Staff

Frequent Hand

Washing/Sanitizing

Increased Cleaning Of

Schools/Facilities

Temperatures Checks Mandatory Masks

Social Distancing



COVID-19  NOTIFICATION

PROCESS

Whenever our schools are notified of a new positive case of COVID-19 among

our students or staff, we will follow a 3-step notification process:

1 The parent/guardian of any student who has been a "close contact" of the infected

individual (definted by DHEC as having been within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more) will be

notified by phone call AND letter that their student is subject to state-mandated

quarantine procedures, and informed about how long the student must stay home.

2 The parent/guardian of any student who shares a classroom with an infected individual

will be notified by email and by letter.  Students who shared a classroom, but who did not

meet the definition of a "close contact" are not required to stay home. 

3 Should DHEC determine that there is "community spread" within a school, and District

Five is forced to close the school and move students to distance learning, all parents will

immediately by notified by phone and email.

In an effort to keep our parents, staff, and district community fully
informed, District Five is updating current active positive COVID-19
cases within our schools on our website, at www.spart5.net.  This
information can be found under the Parent section, COVID-19
Information Center, labeled "COVID-19 Reporting".

http://www.spart5.net/

